
 
CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION SERVICE - MARCH 26, 2020 UPDATE 
 
The City of Burien is scaling-back inspection service in response to the Governor’s March 23,, 2020 Stay 
Home, Stay Healthy Order and the March 25, 2020 Construction Guidance Memo.  The City will continue 
to provide inspections for essential projects and emergency conditions as described in the Order. 
  
Protecting the health and safety of city inspectors and the public is the priority in the delivery of 
inspection services.  Inspectors have been directed to not enter areas where social distancing and health 
safety can’t be achieved for the protection of everyone involved, or areas where any parties display 
symptoms that are a concern. Inspections will be postponed where this directive cannot be achieved. 
  
Contractors or owners who request inspections are asked to notify the city in advance if anyone on the 
jobsite or in the building area where the inspection will occur has experienced any symptoms of concern 
relative to COVID-19, so that City management can determine if we can perform the inspection and 
ensure inspectors are prepared to use appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). 
  
To implement the executive order, Inspectors will be performing inspections for commercial projects 
that are identified as essential, and for any work that is emergency repair, replacement, or 
maintenance.  Other inspections of single-family and multi-family residential construction will not be 
performed, including new construction, additions, and remodels. 
 
Examples of projects for which we will provide inspections include the following: 
 
EMERGENCY REPAIR, REPLACEMENT, & MAINTENANCE 
Water service, sewer, storm drainage & flood prevention, furnace, heat pump, electrical systems 
(service, etc.), water heater, fire sprinkler, fire alarm, plumbing, weather protection, & structural.  
Exception:  If the inspection requires entry into an occupied dwelling, please note that information 
within your inspection request, and contact the inspector between 8:00-9:00 am for a determination on 
whether the inspection can and should be performed or postponed to a later date. 
  
RESIDENTIAL (single-family & multi-family) 
Utility disconnections from essential public works facilities, such as the public water, sewer, or drainage 
systems 
 
COMMERCIAL (not including multi-family)   
Hospitals/healthcare/medical 
Drug stores & grocery stores 
Retail supplying essential sectors 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-25%20Coronovirus%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Healthy%20%28tmp%29%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-25%20Coronovirus%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Healthy%20%28tmp%29%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/03.25.20-Construction%20Guidance%20Memo%20%28002%29.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Schools (public & private childcare through college) 
Government buildings (state & local) 
Emergency services 
Food and agriculture 
Energy (vehicle fueling, PSE projects) 
Data and telecommunication systems 
Water, wastewater, storm water 
Transportation / mass transit 
Utility disconnections from essential public works facilities, such as the public water, sewer, or drainage 
systems 
Or other similar facilities and operations specifically and clearly called out in the Governor’s Order  
 
 


